Urethrospongiosal fistulas: clinical and therapeutic considerations.
From 1986 to 1990, 8 cases of urethrospongiosal fistulas were observed. All the patients had a history of bleeding after a difficult catheterization. The symptoms were not pathognomonic but the fistulas were visible only by X-ray examination. The authors suggest that urethrospongiosal fistulas are more common than one expects, especially in cases of bleeding after complicated catheterization. This is more frequent when coexistent urethral strictures or prostatic hypertrophy make the maneuver difficult. The authors also suggest that the urinary extravasation in the corpus spongiosum could explain the pathophysiology of the urethral manipulation syndrome according to Kelamy.